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Understanding Over Loss
Megan Chan
This work focuses on the twist of what 
were to happen if the prey and predator 
parted ways with a mutual understanding 
WKDW�LI�WKH\�ƮJKW�WR�WKH�GHDWK�WKH\oOO�HQG�XS�
losing more than they bargained for.
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 There is an interesting paradox that 
exists for religious women. Despite religion’s 
historical association with gender inequality, 
women demonstrate higher religious 
participation than men (Roberts & Yamane). 
However, women are still underrepresented 
in positions of religious authority—a 
phenomenon known as the “stained-glass 
ceiling” (Roberts & Yamane).1 The “feminization 
of religion” refers to the process by which 
feminine traits, such as tenderness, love, 
DQG�VHOI�VDFULƮFH��DUH�JLYHQ�PRUH�UHOLJLRXV�
value. This process does not necessarily 
mean that women themselves have become 
more valued in religions. John Hawley’s 
quote in Religion in Sociological Perspective 
describes the essence of this phenomenon: 
“Theological appreciation of the feminine does 
not necessarily lead to a positive evaluation of 
real women” (Roberts & Yamane, 277). In other 
words, while feminine qualities are appreciated 
in religion, religious institutions appear to favor 
men over women in prominent positions.
 The question is then: why do so many 
women remain devout, even when they face 
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church’s response to social norms about 
gender and sexuality (Roberts & Yamane). The 
Church maintains a fundamentalistic theology, 
believing in a literal reading of the Bible and 
Book of Mormon and the notion that prophets 
are conduits for the word of God.14 Thus, 
they often cite the eternality of God’s word to 
explain this resistance to change.
[…]

Conclusion
 Through its history, The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has held 
strong traditionalist beliefs about gender and 
women’s divine roles as wives and mothers. 
Despite being structurally undervalued, 
Mormon women have always found avenues 
for self-empowerment, be it within Relief 
Societies or in modern feminist movements. 
0DQ\�FRSH�ZLWK�FRQưLFWLQJ�PHVVDJHV�DERXW�
femininity through cognitive restructuring, a 
process of gender negotiation in which women 
in traditionalist faiths reshape their worldview 
to accommodate broader social ideals 
ZLWKRXW�VDFULƮFLQJ�WKHLU�IDLWK��7LPH�ZLOO�WHOO�LI�WKH�
Church’s stance on women’s roles will result in 
its detriment, or if it will remain an entrenched 
Christian sect. Being such a new religion, it is 
necessary to consider how they will evolve 
with the 21st�FHQWXU\��VSHFLƮFDOO\�KRZ�/'6�
traditionalism will navigate an ever-progressing 
VRFLHW\��DQG�KRZ�/'6�ZRPHQ�ƮQG�QHZ�ZD\V�WR�
negotiate their roles amid such contradictory 
messages.

14  Sects often reject “compromises” to doctrine, believing in the original revelation as the only “authentic expression of the faith” 

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2004/10/the-women-in-our-lives?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2004/10/the-women-in-our-lives?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2004/10/the-women-in-our-lives?lang=eng
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simultaneously distancing themselves 
from Latinx immigrants today. I attribute 
this rhetorical manipulation to assimilation 
theories and racist nativism. Theories 
around assimilation are used to demonstrate 
the “Americanness” of early European 
immigrants and their ability to culturally 
align with hegemonic ideals of the United 
6WDWHV��7KLV�MXVWLƮFDWLRQ�LV�XVHG�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�
European immigrants “properly” contribute to 
society. Alternatively, my participants’ ties to 
DQFHVWUDO�LPPLJUDWLRQ�DUH�XVHG�WR�GLƬHUHQWLDWH�
and demonize the experiences of Latinx 
immigrants in the United States. They contrast 
the experiences to maintain the superiority of 
Anglo culture and oppress anything seen as 
“other.” The hierarchy between immigration 
groups maintains racist, nativist ideals 
because it defends the power imbalance 
between white or Anglo natives against Latinx 
people. Consequently, these characteristics 
led my participants to call for protecting the 
national identity of the United States against 
immigrant invaders. They argued that the 
United States needed to be protected from 
the dangers of sanctuary cities or birthright 
citizenship. For many people, sanctuary cities 
and the Fourteenth Amendment directly 
oppose US nationalism because they are seen 
as loopholes that support immigrants. These 
responses demonstrated how the “American” 
identity is constructed by “cherry-picking” 
immigrant characteristics, both historically and 
today, that support Anglo-dominant culture 
and uphold imbalanced systems of power for 
white “Americans.” Latinx immigrants, even 
when they are seen as positively contributing 
to society, are demonized against white 
“Americans” because they are viewed as 
UDFLDOO\�DQG�FXOWXUDOO\�GLƬHUHQW�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�
dangerous. 

 For some, the implementation of strict 
immigration laws over the past few decades 
have proven to be an appropriate response 
to protect the United States. Despite the 
penalization and stigmatization that Latinx 
immigrants face, those in favor of immigrant 
restrictions cling to the opportunity to maintain 
the current power structure in the United 
States. This has serious implications for future 
generations, as they are apt to face similar 
situations and discourses. 

Key Takeaways 
 Overall, my participants demonstrated 
WKDW�ODQJXDJH�KDV�SRZHUIXO�HƬHFWV�RQ�WKH�
social mobility of Latinx immigrants, as they 
are portrayed socially, through media, and 
against the white “American” identity. Many of 
my participants were not always aware of the 
implicit biases they presented, and this was 
informative of the idea that the United States 
is a “nation of immigrants” despite an overall 
rejection of Latinx immigrants in policy and in 
US integration. 
 Notions of “illegality” serve to degrade 
Latinx immigrants by demeaning their human 
existence to one composed only by status. 
This is often reciprocated in the media and 
can impact more widespread views of Latinx 
immigrants. Immigrant integration into US 
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37 to 72. The attitudes and perceptions of 
younger people could have changed the 
course of the research. Furthermore, this study 
only examines people’s attitudes towards 
immigrants in a politically tense time period, 
which is only informative of the current climate, 
and cannot necessarily provide insight for the 
unforeseeable future. However, the goal of this 
research was to examine what factors white 
“Americans” use to negotiate their perceptions 
of Latinx immigration, thus the research was 
not intended to be generalizable to all white 
“Americans.” 
 Future research should examine the 
impacts of white “American” attitudes on Latinx 
immigrants currently, to understand their 
experiences under this unique administration 
and in this contentious time period. As white 
“Americans” continue to construct the 
“immigrant other,” it would be informative to 
examine how this group conceives of their 
own ethnic identity during this time. Elevating 
the voices of immigrants from Latin American 
backgrounds is crucial because it would 
provide insight into what is going through the 
minds of Latinx immigrants in the midst of 
threat narratives and racist nativism. In addition 
to examining the current experiences of Latinx 
immigrants, it would be important to examine 
the immigration attitudes of people from 
GLƬHUHQW�UDFLDO�EDFNJURXQGV��$OWKRXJK�RQH�
participant in the study acknowledged their 
$VLDQ�ELUDFLDO�EDFNJURXQG��WKH\�LGHQWLƮHG�DV�
white in paperwork. Examining the attitudes of 
other racial groups in the United States would 
provide a more comprehensive understanding 
of the factors that contribute to perceptions of 
immigrants. The factors that proved to be the 
most impactful on white “American” attitudes 
were rooted in the power and privileges 
associated with whiteness and may vary for 

other groups who do not identify this way. 
Researchers should investigate other impacts 
on perception for people with more diverse 
racial and ethnic backgrounds. Although white 
people construct dominant hegemonies in 
the United States, investigating the opinions 
of other racial groups would be informative 
of more general perceptions. Even though 
whiteness continues to be upheld in the United 
States, the opinions of white people are not 
truly representative of the factors that impact 
the perceptions of all people in the country. 
Conclusion 
 The future of this work with white 
p$PHULFDQVq�ZRXOG�EH�EHQHƮFLDO�WR�H[DPLQH�
over a longer period of time, to understand 
if the factors that contribute to opinions are 

1&<-H=1<;@<',;6T 11 0 0 11 311.998 /TT /T4 55m /49311 Tf (BB/#$#%&?-&'j#)
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de Energia Elétrica (ABRADEE), Brazil has 158 
hydroelectric plants in operation, 9 plants in 
construction and another 26 authorized to 
be built (Álvares, 2007). The majority of these 
hydroelectric plants have installed capacities 
between 1 and 3 MW (Álvares, 2007). However, 
the Itaipu Dam in the Parana River has an 
installed generating capacity of 14,000 MW 
(Fearnside, 2012). It is the second largest 
hydroelectric power plant in the world behind 
the Three Gorges Dam in China. According 
to the Brazilian Ministry of Mines and Energy, 
Brazil will aim to increase hydropower capacity 
by 27 GW by 2024 (Minas e Energia, 2017). 
With the Belo Monte Dam, this will not be a 
challenge. 

Energy Challenge
 Today, the controversial hydroelectric 
challenge Brazil is facing regards the 
Belo Monte Dam that is currently under 
construction in the Xingu River Basin. On 
February 17th 2016, the Belo Monte Dam 
WHVWHG�LWV�ƮUVW�WXUELQH��6RXWKJDWH���������
:LWK�D�SODQQHG�ƮQLVK�GDWH�LQ������DQG�DQ�
installed capacity of 11,233 MW, the Belo 
Monte Dam is projected to not only catalyze 
economic growth, but to also expand access 
to electricity into isolated regions (Southgate, 
2016). However, a host of economic, 
political, social, and environmental concerns 
associated with the construction of the dam 
have gained prominence. 
 With the future of Amazonia and all of 
the actors involved at risk with the continuing 
construction of the Belo Monte Dam, Brazil 
PXVW�WU\�DQG�ƮQG�D�KDUPRQL]HG�EDODQFH�
between the three sustainability pillars: 
economic/political, social, and environmental. 
The dilemma is as follows: 
 Is the compromisation of one of 

the sustainability pillars inevitable in the 
construction and eventual generation of the 
Belo Monte Dam? 
 If so, do any alternatives to hydropower 
exist?
 In order to contextualize these 
questions, the political, economic, and 
social environment of the Belo Monte Dam 
project must be examined. As an important 
stakeholder, “Movimiento Xingu Vivo Para 
Sempre” is uniquely situated to focus attention 
and resources into the best approach to 
addressing this energy challenge. 

[…]

Project Design
 Construction of the Belo Monte Dam 
began in Altamira during 2011. Although still in 
construction, the dam is currently composed 
of two parts. One portion powers the main 
turbine while the other diverts the course of 
the river into two man-made reservoirs. In 
total these reservoirs cover an area of 668 
km2
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RI�ƮVK��DQG�VDQLWDWLRQ�LVVXHV���0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�
environmental concerns can be traced back 
to IBAMA’s environmental assessment which 
is now under scrutiny for noncompliance with 
environmentalists and indigenous populations 
(International Rivers, 2016).   
 Prior to the construction of the 
GDP��WKH�ULYHU�KDG�D�VWHDG\�ưRZ��KRZHYHU��
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EXW�KHOS�LQGLYLGXDOV�DFFRPSOLVK�VLJQLƮFDQW�
DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ƮHOGV�

Reshaping Education
 The current structure of the education 
V\VWHP�DOORZV�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�OHDUQ�GLƬHUHQWO\��
like dyslexic students, to be left behind. If they 
are to learn the skills and methods that work 
best for their way of thinking they are forced 
to learn these outside the “normal” classroom. 
So, perhaps it is time to consider making 
the classroom less “normal.” The current 
standardized education and testing system 
favors students with conventional learning 
styles and left-brain dominance. It values 
logical, analytical, and verbal learners, and 
disregards global, visual, and creative learners. 
The current education system lends no 
value to, and provides little acknowledgment 
of, visual and kinesthetic learning styles 
(Vlachos). Curriculums should be restructured 
to incorporate more dynamic lessons that 
appeal to a larger variety of learning styles. 
When teaching styles are compatible with 
student learning styles, students retain 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�ORQJHU��DSSO\�LW�PRUH�HƬHFWLYHO\��
have a more positive attitude toward their 
subjects and are greater achievers (Vlachos, 
2). This more dynamic and integrative style 
RI�WHDFKLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�SURYHQ�WR�EH�EHQHƮFLDO�
for not only dyslexic students, but students in 
general, through methods that embraced both 
Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences and 
Bloom’s Taxonomy.
 Gardner’s Theory of Multiple 
Intelligences illustrates that all individuals 
learn through more than one style, in a range 
of intelligences, including: visual, naturalist, 
interpersonal, intrapersonal, kinesthetic, 
musical, mathematical and linguistic. Gardner 
argues that “a contrasting set of assumptions 

LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�HGXFDWLRQDOO\�HƬHFWLYHq�
than simply teaching to the more linguistic 
and logical-quantitative modes which 
the educational system tends towards 
�*DUGQHU���������,W�LV�UHFRJQL]HG�LQ�WKH�ƮHOG�
of educational psychology that intelligence 
goes beyond test scores but encapsulates 
good judgment, intuition, forming relations, 
adaptation, purposeful action, planning, 
comparing memory, problem solving, all of 
which are things that the dyslexic processing 
style allows for exceptional performance in. 
Gardner’s approach to learning encourages 
the application of problem solving and creation 
in the classroom, which, as discussed above, 
LV�QRW�RQO\�VXLWHG�WR�EHQHƮW�WKH�VWUHQJWKV�RI�
the dyslexic learning style, but is proven by 
*DUGQHU�WR�EHQHƮW�DOO�VWXGHQWV��*DUGQHU�DQG�
Hatch). This evidence supports the concept 
of not just asking students to remember, 
understand, and apply, but also to analyze, 
evaluate, and create, with their education. This 
concept is further supported by the structure 
of Bloom’s Taxonomy: a multi-tiered model 
used to classify thinking according to six 
cognitive levels of complexity, which moves 
through the levels of remember, understand, 
apply, analyze, evaluate, and create (Forehand).
7KHUH�LV�D�FDOO�IRU�WKH�GLƬHUHQWLDWLRQ�RI�
curriculum that acknowledges students’ 
diverse strengths and abilities, rather than 
WKHLU�GHƮFLWV��DQG�SURYLGHV�OHDUQLQJ�IRUPDWV�
that cater to individual learning needs. A 
combination of the practices of Gardner’s 
Theory of Multiple Intelligences, in tandem with 
the structure of Bloom’s taxonomy, allows for a 
more integrative and inclusive classroom, and 
has proven successful, through observational 
study, in helping students grow and hone their 
own personal learning styles, and achieve 
academic success (Noble).

…
 (YHU\ERG\�LV�D�JHQLXV��EXW�LI�\RX�MXGJH�
D�ƮVK�E\�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�FOLPE�D�WUHH�LW�ZLOO�OLYH�LWV�
ZKROH�OLIH�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�LW�LV�VWXSLG���

—Albert Einstein
         What can we change? We cannot 
㬧ㄣ♀⤱㐱⌠䕔⤨㼣㬬ㄨ䕔‼⠦䀭ㄿ㜲‶㤶⸱㐱ㄠ呭 䜱†⽇ㄠㄠ呔映⠵ㄣ⌣⌣〈⁔樠䕔⁂吠㵈⍔‱ㄾ⬺吠䈻㴭ㅔ⤧✦⠿〈੔樴㘺ㄨ䕔‼⠦䀭⠹☁‶㠳⸹㤶‶ㄵ⸷㌱ㄠ呭 䜱‱⁔呦 㬱㙀ㄨ㬣栶✩㬱㘧⤀



/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/bigprawnslittlepawns.pdf
/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/bigprawnslittlepawns.pdf




126 | Honors Journal 2020 127 | Social Science

an environmental justice approach, human 
impact (land dispossession, health violations) 
(Hilborn et al., 2018). The nebulousness 
of the environmental impacts of shrimp 
farming necessitates a multi-scalar, dynamic 
investigation. The state has operated in 
consonance with the global neoliberal agenda 
DQG�UHLƮHG�D�V\VWHP�RI�ODQG�GLVSRVVHVVLRQ�
and innumerable human rights violations. 
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