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Course Overview 

 

Macroeconomics focuses on aggregate outcomes and indices suc figures. 

 

Macroeconomics matters. On the one hand, macroeconomic fluctuations can hurt people: a 

macroeconomic shock such as the recent crisis can decrease wages, let people unemployed, 

destroy retirement funds, etc. On the other hand, long-run steady economic growth is key to 

reduce poverty, especially in less developed countries. 

 

In this course, we will cover in turn: 

• The aggregate production function and how GDP can vary so much across countries 

• Solow’s model of capital accumulation 

• Romer’s model of the growth in ideas and productivity 

• Unemployment 

• Inflation 

• Short run vs. long run 

• Monetary policy and interest rates 

• The recent financial crisis 

• Government spending 

• International trade and finance. 

 



In Macroeconomics, as in most other fields in economics, models involving some mathematics 

are essential to convey ideas and economic intuitio





address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early 

in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records. 

 

Honor Code 

All students of the University of Colorado at Bould


