
Professor Akacem
Econ 4999­003
Spring 2007

POLITICAL ECOMY OF THE MIDDLE EAST
Class Time: 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
Location: MUEN E131

Office: Econ 10
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and by appointment.

Prequesites for this course: Econ 3070 and Econ 3080. If you signed up for this course but have not taken these courses, I will assume that you are
able to follow the discussion and material coverage on economic policy and theory covered in the pre-requesites. This will also be necessary for your
paper and final exam, since you need to show your understanding of the major economic issues for the country or region that you choose.

Objective of the Course:

This course will deal with the overall political economy of the Middle East. Your participation is not only encouraged, but it is a MUST. The course
will  rely on both lectures as well as your input, discussions and presentationsyou will be evaluated on your readings assigned to the class. I will call
upon you and you will be assessed together will your overall particiapation. If you are absent without an acceptable excuse, per the syllabus policy, the
assigned grade for that part of the participation will be zero. The same if you have not read the assignment.

The course has several objectives:

First, the course will help you understand and discuss the relevant issues that are important to this region as well as its strategic importance to the West
and the United States. The region is often associated with oil, Islam, the Palestinian-Israeli peace process-or conflict- and overall instability that occurs
in different parts of the area. Through class discussion, readings and presentations, we will try to focus on the main issues as well as use current events
to highlight and emphasize topics that are important to our class.

Second, the course will also help you identify the religious, hist
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http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2006/eng/01/mreo0506.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2005/eng/meca0905.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/index.htm
http://www.miftah.org/Doc/Reports/Englishcomplete2003.pdf


Or: 

http://hdr.undp.org/reports/

and the UNDP Information Portal Dedicated to Development and Governance in the Arab Region at:

http://www.pogar.org/

3. Arab World Competitiveness Report 2002-2003, The World Economic Forum, Geneva, 2003 and other more recent ones. You may have to order
some of these:

http://www.wef

http://hdr.undp.org/reports/
http://www.pogar.org/
http://www.weforum.org/en/events/middleeast/ArabWorldCompetitivenessReport/ArabWorldCompetitivenessReport
http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/
http://www.bp.com/productlanding.do?categoryId=91&contentId=7017990
http://www.jodidata.org/FileZ/ODTmain.htm
http://www.eia.doe.gov/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/international/contents.html
http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/contents.html
http://www.iea.org/
http://www.ogj.com/index.cfm
http://www.oilandgasinternational.com/
http://www.assr.org/
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/
http://www.imf.org/
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/aiv/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/country/index.htm


Finance and Development:

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2006/09/index.htm 

The World Bank:

http://www.worldbank.org

Special page on the Middle East and North Africaf:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/MENAEXT/0,,menuPK:247603~pagePK:158889~piPK:146815~theSitePK:256299,00.html

9. Other We

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2006/09/index.htm
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/MENAEXT/0,,menuPK:247603~pagePK:158889~piPK:146815~theSitePK:256299,00.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm
http://www.mesa.arizona.edu/
http://menic.utexas.edu/menic.html
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~mideast/
http://www.erf.org.eg/
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB21/06-01.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/041600iran-cia-index.html
http://www.arts.mcgill.ca/programs/icas/gause/chapter3.html
http://www.ceip.org/files/pdf/wp37.pdf
http://wsj.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/911/
http://www.uae-pages.com/me-newspaper.html
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2005/eng/meca0905.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2006/eng/01/mreo0506.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/abed.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/eken.htm


http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/gard.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/benn.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/crea.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/jbil.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/cash.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2005/eng/meca0905.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/eife.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/03/barn.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/reo/2005/eng/meca0905.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/acadinteg.html


B­ 80.0­83.3 
C+ 76.7­79.9 
C 73.4­76.6 
C­ 70.0­73.3 =
D+ 66.7­69.9 
D 63.4­66.6
D­ 60.0­63.3
F less than 60

3 . Attendance and class participation both in class will count toward the final grade. Attendance means being in class on time. Being late will count
as absent. Not having read the assignmen 


