


discussions of assignments, discussions of Assembly procedures and individual presentations.
You should expect to attend every class. I will drop any student who misses either of the first
two classes, 14 and 21 January.  As a consequence, enrollment is effectively available only to
students who have enrolled prior to the first class.

I will hold regular office hours via Zoom between 2:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. on Tuesdays (Zoom
meeting ID 925 1333 4408) and between 11:00a.m. and 12:30p.m. (Zoom meeting ID 916 3418
5325) on Wednesdays. Appointments may be made for meetings at other times, if these are
inconvenient. Course information will be posted regularly on Canvas. Notifications will be
posted there as well, and sent via campus email. It is your responsibility to monitor both.

Course prerequisites:

This course requires previous completion of Economics 3070, Intermediate Microeconomic
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The first component will be a briefing paper consisting of no more than five pages, with
additional pages only for reference lists. The paper will summarize the relevant literature and
present an original economic analysis in language and, if useful, figures that would convey the
essence of the material to a general audience. The Writing Center in the Office of
Undergraduate Education (https://www.colorado.edu/program/writingcenter/) may be able to
assist with composition, prior to submission for my edits. Each of these papers will be worth 8
points, or 8% of the final grade.

Each paper may be submitted in up to four drafts. The first bill may be claimed starting on 29
January. The deadlines for the final drafts are 11 February, 4 March, 1 April and 22 April, at
11:59p.m. The most recent draft as of each of these dates will be graded. If no draft has been
submitted as of these dates, the grade will be zero. First drafts should be submitted at least
one week in advance of these deadlines. Final drafts can be submitted prior to these dates and
may have to be, depending on the Assembly schedules for the bills in question.

These papers must be type-written, double-spaced, and have conventional margins. Papers
that exceed the maximum lengths, either in physical length or because of compressed format,
will be penalized. They must be submitted to me electronically at the email address above in
the Adobe pdf format. The computers in the computer lab in the basement of the Economics
Building can create pdf files from Word files. Make sure that you arrange to convert your
papers to pdf format before the deadline for submission. Speak with me in advance if you
anticipate difficulty with this requirement. Only pdf files will be accepted.

The second and third components of the assignment for each bill can be undertaken only if the
final draft of the paper attains a grade of at least 6 points out of 8. If the final draft does not
attain this standard, the grades for the second and third components will both be zero.

The second component of each bill assignment will consist of confirmed distribution of the
briefing paper to appropriate members of the General Assembly. I must approve each paper
for distribution. Distribution should occur via email, with myself as one of the recipients.
Papers must be distributed after the receipt of approval, and within five days of that receipt in
order to receive credit. Each distribution will be worth 2 points, or 2% of the final grade.

The third component of each bill assignment will consist of a testimony presentation. This
presentation will condense the associated briefing paper into a three-minute oral
presentation. This presentation will take place in class. Each of these presentations will be
worth 5 points, or 5% of the final grade.  Presentations should ordinarily follow the submission
of final paper drafts. If the General Assembly schedules for the bills in question demand
otherwise, you must receive permission from me in advance.

In addition to the basic assignment associated with each bill, students will be required to
present verbal testimony to relevant committees of the General Assembly. That testimony
may occur in person or remotely, depending on the modes that the General Assembly makes
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available. As a consequence of the difficulty of coordinating Assembly and student schedules,
this requirement will apply to any two of the four bills analyzed by each student. The
accomplishment of each instance of verbal testimony will be worth 10 points, or 10% of the
final grade.

Students must receive explicit approval from me before they may testify for course credit.
Ordinarily, approval is granted only if the associated briefing paper has already been accepted, 
the associated oral presentation has occurred in class and has attained a grade of at least 3.5
out of 5 points. Any exceptions to this policy must be granted by me in advance of testimony.

The fifth graded instrument will be a mid-term legislative report card, to which all students will
contribute. Each student will be assigned a share of the current Assembly bills for the purpose
of evaluating their suitability as objects of government action. We will compile the evaluations
of all students into a single document for distribution. Each student’s contribution will be
worth 10 points, or 10% of the final grade. The legislative report card will be due on 18 March.

The sixth graded instrument is the final examination. It will examine the material in the formal
lectures and readings, as well as the experience of interacting with the Assembly. It will be
worth 10 points, or 10% of the final grade. It is scheduled to take place on Saturday, 1 May
from 1:30p.m.-4:00p.m. Any student who has three or more final examinations scheduled on 1
May has the right to reschedule all exams following the first two. Any student wishing to
invoke this right must do so by 24 March. 1

The course as a whole is valued at 100 points.  The score attained by each student, evaluated
relative to those of other students and to the score which would be attained by an intelligent
student of economics at this level, will determine final letter grades.

Course conduct:

Excuses for the course requirements will be granted only under extraordinary circumstances. If
granted, the excused points will be reallocated to subsequent requirements.

Attendance at lectures is essential to success in this course. Students who do not intend to
attend all lectures should not enroll. All personal needs, such as the filling of water bottles and
visits to restrooms, should be addressed priorò�F†÷0

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/final-examination-policy


https://www.colorado.edu/economics/sites/default/files/attached-files/tutorial-lab_0.pdf
https://www.colorado.edu/economics/sites/default/files/attached-files/tutor_list.pdf
https://www.colorado.edu/osccr/honor-code
http://leg.colorado.gov/


• “Rules and Regulations: A primer on formal
rulemaking processes and procedures in Colorado”

• “The Case for Representative Democracy: What
Americans Should Know About Their
Legislatures”, the National Conference of State
Legislatures, 2001.

• “Learning the Game: How the Legislative Process
Works”, the National Conference of State
Legislatures, 2005.

• “Making Your Case: How to Win in the
Legislature”, the National Conference of State
Legislatures, 2005.

28 January Principles of writing, externalities, job creation
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapter 5

4 February Legislative report card, education
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapter 7

11 February Health care
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapters 9, 10
Assignment: • First paper due today

18 February Social welfare
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapters 12, 13

25 February Cost-benefit analysis
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapter 8

4 March Taxation
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapters 14-16
Assignment: • Second paper due today

11 March Taxation
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapters 14-16
Assignment: • Assembly report card due today

18 March Public goods
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapter 4

1 April Public goods
Readings: • Rosen and Gayer, chapter 4
Assignment • Third paper due today
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SYLLABUS STATEMENTS 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 
Both students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning environment in 
all instructional settings, whether in person, remote or online. Those who fail to adhere to such 
behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are 
especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national 
origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability,  Student Code of Conduct

.  

REQUIREMENTS FOR COVID-19 
As a matter of public health and safety due to the pandemic, all members of the CU Boulder 
community and all visitors to campus must follow university, department and building 
requirements, and public health orders in place to reduce the risk of spreading infectious disease. 
Required safety measures at CU Boulder relevant to the classroom setting include: 

 maintain 6-foot distancing when possible, 

 wear a face covering in public indoor spaces and outdoors while on campus consistent with 
state and county health orders, 

  clean local work area, 

  practice hand hygiene, 

  follow public health orders, and 

 if sick and you live off campus, do not come onto campus (unless instructed by a CU 
Healthcare professional), or if you live on-campus, please alert CU Boulder Medical Services. 

Students who fail to adhere to these requirements will be asked to leave class, and students who 
do not leave class when asked or who refuse to comply with these requirements will be referred 
to Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution. For more information, see the policies on COVID-19 
Health and Safety and classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct. If you require 
accommodation because a disability prevents you from fulfilling these safety measures, please 
see the “Accommodation for Disabilities” statement on this syllabus. 

All students who are new to campus must complete the COVID-19 Student Health and 
Expectations Course. Before coming to campus each day, all students are required to complete 
the Buff Pass.  

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
https://www.colorado.edu/sccr/sites/default/files/attached-files/2020-2021_student_code_of_conduct_0.pdf
https://www.colorado.edu/healthcenter/coronavirus-updates/symptoms-and-what-do-if-you-feel-sick
https://www.colorado.edu/sccr/
https://www.colorado.edu/policies/covid-19-health-and-safety-policy
https://www.colorado.edu/policies/covid-19-health-and-safety-policy
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
http://www.colorado.edu/osccr/
https://www.colorado.edu/protect-our-herd/how#anchor1
https://www.colorado.edu/protect-our-herd/how#anchor1
https://pass.colorado.edu/login


https://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
https://www.colorado.edu/osccr/honor-code
https://www.colorado.edu/osccr/honor-code


mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
https://cuboulder.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0PnqVK4kkIJIZnf
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
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