
ECONOMICS 4818 
  Introduction to Econometrics 

Spring 2018 
 
 

Instructor: Billy Merte n s   
Office:  ECON 12 
E-mail:  m e r t e n s@colo rado.ed u    
Class website:  h t t p s://learn.co l o rado.ed u/  
Office Hours:  T 10:45am –  12:20pm & 3:15 –  4:35pm, TH 10:45am –  12:20pm, and by 

appo i n t m e n t (please giv e 2 wee k s ’ no t i c e fo r appo i n t m e n t s).   
 
 
Course Description: 
This co u r s e pr o v i d e s an in t r o d u c t i o n to th e th e o r y and appli catio n s of m o d e r n  ec o n o m e t r i c s. This 
co u r s e be g i n s by re v i e w i n g and ex t e n d i n g th e statis t i cal material  co v e r e d in Econ 3818. 
Follo w i n g th i s, stu d e n t s are gu i d e d th r o u g h th e pr i n c i pals of  



 
Policy on Cheating: 
If you are found to have violated the honor code (see below), by both the honor code council 
and myself, you will automatically fail the course! 
 
 
Electronics in the Classroom 
Laptops, tablets, and even phones can actually play a role and benefit learning in many types of 
classes.  There are many pros and cons of allowing consistent use of these devices during the 
class period.  However, it has become abundantly clear to me that these devices are more of a 
distraction than a learning aid in most (but not all) situations.  In addition, taking notes by hand 
has actually been shown to be more effective than taking them on a laptop or tablet.  Therefore, 
electronic devices will only be allowed in class in the last two rows of the classroom (this 
includes cell phone use for texting, etc.).  You also cannot use any form of electronic device 
during Group Assignments (it defeats the purpose of working together).  If you use them on 
those days, you will automatically receive a zero for that dayÕs assignment.  You should take 
a calculator to class on Group Assignment days, and put your phone completely out of 
sight!  If you are expecting an important call or text, then simply put your phone on vibrate, sit 



 
In-class Problems 
It is im p o r tant to un d e r s tand ho w to apply co n c e p t s as we co v e r th e m, so yo u w i l l have t h e 
op p o r t u n i t y to w o r k on so m e pr o b l e m s in class ( in pairs or small gr o u p s) almo s t ev e r y day.  
These w i l l be co l l e c t e d and add to yo u r Grou p Assig n m e n t s grade  
 
 
Group Assignments 
These co o p e rativ e learnin g ex e r c i s e s (detaile d abov e) are ex t r e m e l y im p o r tant.  The gro u p 
assig n m e n t  dates are lis t e d in th e co u r s e ou t l i n e.  It is im p o r tant no t to m is s th e s e days w it h o u t an 
ex c u s e d abse n c e. If yo u m i s s a gro u p assig n m e n t  



t hat yo u have th r e e or m o r e exams on th e same day, and arrange m e n t s m u s t be made w it h yo u r 
in s t r u c t o r no later than th e en d of th e te n t h w e e k of th e se m e s t e r  (i.e . be f o r e Sprin g Break!)    
 
Weights of Assignments:             
Grou p Assig n m e n t s     12% 
Exam I        19% 
Exam II       21% 
Exam III      22% 
Final Exam      26% 
 
 
Incompletes, Extra Credit, etc. 
I adhe r e st r i c t l y to th e Univ e r s i t y g u i d e l i n e s on Inco m p l e t e s (“An I  is giv e n on l y w h e n st u d e n t s, 
beyond their control, have be e n unable to co m p l e t e co u r s e re q u i r e m e n t s.  A sub s tantial amou n t of 
w o r k m u s t have be e n satisfactorily completed 



Exam 3 
A deta ile d ou t l i n e of im p o r tant dates  is po s t e d se parately.  
 
Additional Notes: 
Honor Code 
All stu d e n t s o f th e Univ e r s i t y o f Colo rado at Bould e r are re s p o n s i b l e fo r kn o w i n g and adhe r i n g to 





 


