
University of Colorado - Boulder 
Spring 2024 Syllabus 

ECON4784 – Economic Development 
 

Instructor: Dr. Shawn Swanson                                                Email: shawn.swanson@colorado.edu 
Office: ECON 14b                                                       Zoom: https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/ask.shawn 
Office Hours: MWF 1:15 – 2:15 PM in ECON 14b ; T 8:30-10:00 AM via Zoom  

 
Description 
 
Explores empirical, theoretical, and policy issues in economic development. Examines 
topics with reference to developing countries: income distribution and poverty, 
demographic change, labor force employment and migration, human capital, physical 
capital, natural resources and the environment, industrial structure, international trade, 
and finance. 
 
Prerequisites 
 
Requires prerequisite course of ECON 3070 or ECON 3080 (minimum grade C-). 
 
Required Textbook 
 
Development economics: Theory, Empirical Research, and Policy Analysis, Julie Schaffner 
 

Attendance 

Class attendance is necessary for success in this course and therefore mandatory.  To 

mailto:shawn.swanson@colorado.edu
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/ask.shawn




Exams: 
There are 2 midterm exams, and while they are not explicitly cumulative, material does 
naturally build upon itself.  The final exam will cover the material after MT2 and must be 
held per university policy.  The University’s final exam policy can be found here. 
Unsubstantiated or illegible answers will receive partial credit at most. Exams will be 
closed book, closed notes. Only basic scientific calculators will be permitted, no 
computers, cell phone, or graphing calculators.  All exams will take place in the regular 
classroom unless otherwise noted.  There will be no makeup exams.  If you provide 
appropriate documentation (e.g., illness, bereavement, university sanctioned event) 24 
hours PRIOR to missing the exam your other coursework will be appropriately reweighted, 
otherwise you will receive a zero for the exam. 
 

iClickers: 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/final-examination-policy
https://oit.colorado.edu/services/learning-spaces-technology/cuclickers-iclickers/help/student-resources
/economics/undergraduate-program


There is a strong correlation between attendance and homework with a student’s overall 
grade.  The correlation coefficients are greater than 0.60.  I would be remiss if I did not 
note that correlation does not imply causation.  Nonetheless, imitating the approach of 
successful students is not a bad strategy.  Take this course seriously.  Use the available 
resources.  Keep up with the course and do not fall behind.   
 

Classroom Behavior 

Students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning 
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assignments, or exams. There is no need to advise me of short day-to-day absences. Also 
see Temporary Medical Conditions on the Disability Services website. 

Preferred Student Names and Pronouns 

CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information doesn't always align with how 
they identify. Students may update their preferred names and pronouns via the student 
portal; those preferred names and pronouns are listed on instructors' class rosters. In the 
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Tentative Course Schedule 

 
Week Topics Due  


