
ECON 4514-100: Economic History of Europe 
Dr. Nicole V. Jobin 

University of Colorado: Benson Earth Sciences 185 
Summer Term A, 2014   M-F 12:45-2:20  

 
Email: Nicole.Jobin@Colorado.edu  
Course Website: https://learn.colorado.edu  
Office: Sewall Hall: 267 (303-492-3555)    
Office Hours: M & Th 11:30-12:30 and most days after class by appointment. 
 
FYI: Sewall is a residence hall with offices for those of us who teach for the academic program there.  
During the summer the building also hosts other activites. Entry is by key card only. Therefore, you will 
need to come to the west side by the parking circle and call me on your cell phone to have me let you in.

  
  
 
Course Description 
 
This course draws on economic reasoning

of the course divide into three chronological and topical sections. The first examines the preconditions of 
European economic development, paying particular attention to the demographic, technological, and 
institutional changes that supported growth through the centuries before industrialization. The second 
section focuses on the period of the Industrial Revolution in England and Europe and pays particular 
attention to answering the questions of why this revolution occurred in Britain and not elsewhere. The 
third section examines the establishment, or not, of modern economic growth in other European 
economies following the British Industrial Revolution and explores growth and development as it 
continued in Europe during the 19th and 20th centuries. It brings us back to the central question we started 
the course with, “Why are some countries so rich, while others remain poor?” 
 
 
Texts – CU Bookstore, Amazon, Chegg, Coursesmart, etc.  
 

• Rondo Cameron and Larry Neal, A Concise Economic History of the World, 4th ed. (Oxford, 
2003).  [Referred to in your schedule of readings as Cameron and Neal] 

• Robert C. Allen, The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective. (Cambridge 
University Press, 2009).  [Referred to in your schedule of readings as Allen – do not confuse 
with articles by Allen which will be followed by a title rather than a chapter number] 

• Several articles and chapters located on D2L or through Norlin Library 
 
 
 
 





asked to meet with students that have read the other article (or articles) for class and explain your reading 
to them and they will explain theirs to you. By the end of class, you should have all the pieces of 
information necessary to answer a question about the larger issue all articles address – thus the name 
“Jigsaw.” Instructions and a grading rubric for these assignments are posted on D2L. 
 
Norlin Special Collections Assignment: On Friday June 6th, we will meet in Norlin Special Collections in 
room N345 of Norlin Library. We will see items held in special collections that pertain to the subject of 



Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Policies: Any student, staff, or faculty member who believes he 
or she has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, disability, religion, sexual orientation or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination 
and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127, http://hr.colorado.edu/dh/policyinfo/Pages/default.aspx. The 
Office of Judicial Affairs can be reached at 303-492-5550. 
 
Academic Integrity: All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing 
and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy include: 
cheating, plagiarism, aiding academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. 
All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council and those students 
who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic 
sanctions from the faculty member involved and non-academic sanctions given by the Honor Code 
Council (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). 
 
Please refer to http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and http://honorcode.colorado.edu/ to view 
the specific guidelines.  



6/5 Economic Development in Medieval Europe 
 Jigsaw #2: Read either Cosgel – Risk Sharing in Medieval Agriculture (Journal of European 

Economic History, Spring 1992, v. 21 no 1), Gary Richardson – The Prudent Village: Risk 
Pooling Institutions in Medieval English Agriculture (Journal of Economic History, June 2005, v. 
65, No. 2), or Grief – Contract Enforceability and Economic Institutions in Early Trade 
(American Economic Review, June 1993, v. 83, No. 3) 
All skim Cameron and Neal Ch. 



Companies: Analogues of the Modern Multinationals (Business History Review, Autumn 1988, 
v. 62), or Carlos and Neil – The Micro-Foundations of the Early London Capital Market 






