
Economics 4413 

International Trade 

Fall 2024 

 

Professor: Dr. Billy Mertens  

Office:  Econ 12 

Zoom Link:  https://cuboulder.zoom.us/j/5838330659 

E-mail: mertens@colorado.edu While email is the best way to contact me, be aware that 

I check my email and respond (if time) exactly twice every weekday.  Once in 

the morning (typically between 9 and 10am, sometimes earlier). There is usually 

not enough time to respond to all emails during that time, but I will respond in 

the afternoon. I typically do not check emails at other times or over the weekend, 

but there are some exceptions such as exam times. We can set up times to Zoom 

over the weekend if you give me plenty (2 weeks) of advance notice. 

Web:  canvas.colorado.edu  

Office Hours:  MWF 11:05am – 12:05pm 

   

 

Course Description: 

In this course, we will study the theories, policies, and institutions of international trade.  We will 

study these aspects of international trade at a fairly abstract and rigorous level. Although the 

analysis will be largely graphical in nature, the course materials and lectures will employ some 

mathematics. Among the issues that will be addressed are: (1) the fundamental determinants of 

the patterns of trade and the gains from trade; (2) the implications of imperfect competition for 

trade patterns and welfare; (3) how firms of different sizes and productivities engage in trade; (4) 

https://cuboulder.zoom.us/j/5838330659
mailto:mertens@colorado.edu


http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/?&amp;WT.mc_id=SA_SP_20140609
https://phys.org/news/2018-07-students-grade-exams.html
https://phys.org/news/2018-07-students-grade-exams.html


More about email: 

Email is not a very efficient mode of communication when it comes to answering 
in-depth concept, and also administrative-type questions. These are best asked 
when the whole class can benefit from the response. Time will be given at the 
beginning of every class for questions – please utilize this time if you have any 
questions. If it’s something impossible to do at that time and you have class 
during my office hours, then you can email your question along with your official 
class schedule and we will set up a meeting.   
 
 

In-class Group Assignments and Grading of All Group Content: 

The material for this class can be very complex and doing problems in class (often in groups with 

peer-input) has proven to be more beneficial than traditional problem sets and review problems.  

We will do in-class problems almost every week. 









For more information, see the classroom behavior policy, the Student Code of Conduct, and the Office of 

Institutional Equity and Compliance. 

 

 

Accommodation for Disabilities, Temporary Medical Conditions, and Medical IsolationIf you qualify for 
accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from Disability 
Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability 
Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic 
environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability Services website. 
Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu  for further assistance.  If you have a 
temporary medical condition, see Temporary Medical Conditions on the Disability Services website. 

If you are sick and will need an excused absence, unless you are incapacitated, you 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
/sccr/student-conduct
/sccr/student-conduct
/oiec/
/oiec/
/oiec/
/disabilityservices/
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/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/oiec/policies/discrimination-harassment-policy/protected-class-definitions
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/


communicate the need for a religious accommodation in a timely manner. In this class, let me know if 

you have any religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required 

attendance within the first week of class and we will make arrangements.  

 See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details. 

 

Mental Health and Wellness  
The University of Colorado Boulder is committed to the well-being of all students. If you are struggling with 
personal stressors, mental health or substance use concerns that are impacting academic or daily 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
/counseling/
/health/academiclivecare
/health/academiclivecare
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