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Readings 
Textbook: Tom Tietenberg & Lynne Lewis (2011). Environmental & Natural Resource Economics, 
Pearson, 9th 



 
Homework 
Over the semester there will be 4 problem sets and 3 article summaries.  No late assignments will be 
accepted and no assignment will be dropped from your grade.   
 
Problem Sets:  As we progress through the semester I will post 4 problem sets on the course website.  A 
hard copy is due at the beginning of class on the given date.  They are intended to apply the theory and 
concepts from the textbook and lecture and help prepare you for the exams.  I encourage you to work in 
small groups on these assignments, though I require everyone to turn in their own copy.  Each problem 
set will make up 5% of your overall grade. 
 
Article Summaries: You will be reading a few original articles throughout the semester.  In order to 
ensure everyone is prepared, I will require a one page summary (single spaced).  The articles will be 
posted on the course website.  In total there will be 3 summaries required.  Official due dates will be 
announced in class, though the articles are tentatively scheduled below.  The summaries will be due 
prior to the designated class submitted on the course website.  The summaries will collectively account 
for 10% of your grade. 
 
Clickers 
You will need to have a clicker for this course.  The intent of the clicker is twofold.  1. The class is large 
but the topic is better suited for small discussions.  The clicker questions will be intended to engage you 
in the class as well as with your classmates.  2. It is an opportunity for you to boost your grade.  The 
grading scheme totals to 105%.  The 5% from participation provides incentive to participate.  Since the 
points are extra, there will be some premium placed on correct answers when appropriate. 
 
Project/Proposal 
The final portion of your grade will be a group paper or proposal.  I expect the paper to be 3-5 single 
spaced pages.  The subject matter is up to you, so long as it is related to environmental economics.  You 
may choose to either analyze a current or historical issue in environmental economics using the tools 
and models from class or create a proposal for a research project on an environmental issue.  Due to 
class size, I am requiring you form groups of 3 or 4 to complete the project.  If you have difficulty in 
forming a group, let me know and I will assist in coordinating you.  A short document will be due on 
Thursday, February 23rd, identifying your group members and your intended topic.  Further details will 
be provided concerning my expectations of the project. 
 
Tentative Course Schedule 
Due dates and exam dates are firm.  Topic coverage is subject to change. 
 

Date Topic Textbook Ch. Due 

Introduction 

January 17-19 The Sustainability 
Problem and Economics 

Ch. 1  

January 24-26 Population and 
Development 

CH. 21  

Economic Analysis 

January 31-Feb. 2 Property Rights and 
Coase 

CH. 2 
 

 



February 7-9 Welfare Economics  -Kaldor (1939) 

February 14-16 Cost-Benefit Analysis CH. 3 -Problem Set 1, Feb. 14th   

February 21-23 Valuing the 
Environment 

CH. 4 -Project Proposal, Feb. 23rd  

February 27-March 1 Valuing the 
Environment 

 -Hanemann (1994) 
-Diamond & Hausman (1994) 

Pollution 

March 6-8 Economics of Pollution CH. 14 -Problem Set 2, March 6th  
-Exam 1, Thursday, March 8th  

March 13-15 Pollution Control 
Instruments 

 -Keohane (2009) 
-Metcalf (2009) 

March 20-22 Stationary Sources CH. 15  

March 27-29 Spring Break  No Class 

April 3-5 Mobile Sources CH. 17  

April 10-12 Water Pollution CH. 18 -Problem Set 3, April 12th  

Environmental Justice and International Concerns 

April 17-19   Environmental Justice CH. 19  

April 24-26 Climate Change and 
International 
Environmental Issues 

CH. 16 
CH. 20 
 

 

May 1-3 Accounting for the 
Environment 

 -Group Project, May 1st  
-Problem Set 4, May 3rd 



Religious Observances 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal 
reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with 
scheduled exams, assignments, or required attendance. If you have a conflict due to a religious 
obligation, please see me at least one full week in advance so that alternate arrangements can be 
made. Policies regarding religious observances are available at 
www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html. 
 
Classroom Behavior 
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. 
Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional 
courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with 


