ECON 3080-004
Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, Fall 2014

Instructor: Joseph Vavrus

Email: joseph.vavrus@colorado.edu (preferred contact method)
Office: ECON 309c (3" floor of the Economics building)

Office Hours:  Tu 5:00-6:00 p.m., Th 2:00-3:00pm, and by appointment.
Lecture: TuTh: 3:30-4:45, Aug 25-Dec 12, MUEN E432

Website: https://learn.colorado.edu/

Course Overview

Macroeconomics is the study of the aggregate (macro) economy. The course is roughly divided into two parts. First, we
will learn tools to analyze long-run patterns of economic growth, labor markets, and price changes. Next, we will deal
with the short-run and discuss monetary policy, fiscal policy, and how they relate to current economic issues.

In general, we will be using many simple equations to build “toy models” of the economy. By playing with these, we can
gain deeper intuition into the highly complex economic interactions that create real problems and benefits for people
worldwide. Some of the most important national and international political issues concern the potential costs and
benefits of economic policy (in)action. While these models don’t give easy, perfect answers, from them you will have a
stronger understanding of the mechanisms and chains of causality that underlie these issues.

Prerequisites
1. ECON 1000 or ECON 2020 or equivalent from another institution


mailto:joseph.vavrus@colorado.edu
https://learn.colorado.edu/




Lectures and participation:



Week of Dec. 1 Open-economy chapters, extra topics etc, time permitting.

Week of Dec. 7 Final review/catch up Article analyses due Dec 11 by
6pm on D2L
FINALS WEEK Fllnal exam: Wed. Dec 17 1:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Problem Sets:

There will be four problem sets assigned over the term. These will include questions similar in style and difficulty as
what will be on the three tests. You may work in groups, but | want a separate assignment turned in by every student.
On the date they are due, you must turn them in at the beginning of class. | do not accept late problem sets — especially
because | often post solutions immediately after they are turned in! These will be graded mostly on completion, but |
will be sure to grade some of the most important parts/questions for accuracy.

Article analyses:
There are two of these due during the semester. You may turn them in at any time, but the final due date is December
11 by 6pm on the D2L dropbox. You also must submit at least one article you plan on using by October 9 at 6pm.

For this project | want you to think outside the text. First, find a newspaper article or blog post in the last couple of years
(the more recent the better) on an economic policy issue that interests you. See the readings list for ideas of where to
look. | want you to do three things within 1-2 single-spaced pages.
(1) Summarize the issue, emphasizing why it is newsworthy or interesting
(2) Analyze the issue and relate it to the course. In particular, | want you to be thinking about the models, cause and
effect relationships, and economic intuition that you have used over the semester when you discuss it. This can
include your (informed) opinions.
General guideline: be precise about a topic rather than exhaustively discussing every aspect in general terms when
engaging in analysis.

Both articles can be related, but different enough to do two separate analyses.

Desire To Learn:
All course materials including this syllabus, problem sets, project details, additional readings, etc. will be posted at
https://learn.colorado.edu/

University Policies

Disability Policy -

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter from Disability Services to me in a
timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on
documented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and http://www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices

Religious Observance Policy ~


http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort reasonably and fairly deal with all
students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments, or required
attendance. If you have a conflict, please contact me at the b


mailto:honor@colorado.edu
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