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Course Prerequisites  
Requires prerequisite courses of ECON 2010 (Principles of Microeconomics) and ECON 1088 or 
MATH 1081 or MATH 1300 or MATH 1310 or APPM 1350 (all min grade C-) (Math/Calculus 
courses). 
 
Class Format 
Every class I will give lectures and ask you question which you will answer on you phone or laptop 
using the iclicker. I’ll give you some extra credit for answering those questions. However, I’d like 
you to understand that the main benefit you get from answering those questions is not the extra 
credit but the learning gains. Learning happens in your head, not on my slides so contemplating 
and attempting those questions is a good way to learn more and be more prepared for the exam. 
See details on iclicker grading and how to sign up below.  
 
There will also be Homework (two types: due online and on paper). Homework is critical for you 
learning the material and doing well on the exams. 
 
Why is Homework so important? Imagine yourself watching a video of someone playing guitar. 
Would you expect to pick up a guitar and be able to play immediately after watching the video? 
Intermediate Microeconomics is no different from playing guitar: you can’t expect to see me solve 
problems and then be able to actually solve them on the exams. Just like with the guitar you 
absolutely need to practice. I know it isn’t easy to practice, but it is the only way to get good at it. 
 
 Exams are the highest share of the grade, there will be two Midterm Exams and a Final Exam. 
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the course you should be able to: 
•Identify the fundamentals of microeconomic theory; 
•Explain how consumers make decisions in the face of scarcity and how these decisions vary in 
response to changes in the economic environment; 
•Explain how firms make decisions in the face of scarcity and how these decisions vary in 
response to changes in the economic environment; 
•Compare consumer and producer behavior resulting from the different types of market structure. 
•Apply algebraic, graphical and calculus tools to microeconomic theory



5% Attendance in Recitation 
1% iClicker 
 
Grading Scale 
93% and above corresponds to A, 90-92% corresponds to A-; 87-89% corresponds to B+, 83-86% 
is B, 80-82% is B-; 77-79% corresponds to C+, 73



Problem sets are very challenging, I don’t expect you to figure them out without my help. So do 
come to office hours for those and ask questions about them after class. Give yourself enough time 
to do the problem sets because otherwise you might not have time to get my help. These will be 
due approximately every 2 weeks. 
 
There is no way to recover a missed homework regardless of the reason why it was missed. 
However, I’ll drop two Problems Sets homework with the lowest grade from your grade 
calculation. 
 
Recitation 
Recitation is a very important and extremely useful aspect of this class. It will help you understand 
material better and perform better on the exams. I used to not give credit for attending recitation 
and students didn’t do well enough in the class. To incentivize you to come to recitation I am 



Books 
There is an Ebook for this class.  
 
Varian, Hal R. Intermediate Microeconomics with Calculus: A Modern Approach: Ninth Edition. 
WW Norton & Company, 2016. 
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