
 

 

PRINCIPLES OF MACROECONOMICS 

ECON 2020 – Fall 2016 
University of Colorado, Boulder 

 
Instructor: Alessandro Peri 

E-mail: peri.alessandro@gmail.com 
Office hours: Thursday 4:00pm-6:00pm, Department of Economics, 04C 

 
 
1 SUBJECT DESCRIPTION  
 
Macroeconomics is concerned with the behavior of the economy as a whole: understanding it, 
is a necessary condition for households, firms, and policymakers to make more informed 
decisions. 
This course is a first step in this direction: during the semester, you will be introduced to the 
main building blocks of the modern macroeconomic theory. By the end of the course you will 
learn how to think as a macroeconomist: how to isolate the main forces behind market 
outcomes, how to measure them, how to assess the impact of monetary/fiscal policies and 
changes in the economic environment on macroeconomic aggregates in the short and long 
run. In the process you will learn how to boil down complex macroeconomic problems to their 
essential features, making use of a powerful tool: assumptions. 
 
This syllabus will cover the organizational details of the course. Any relevant information not 
specified here, will be given in class 



- Quiz 1: Sunday, 18th of September, 2016 (before 11:59pm) 
- Midterm 1: Tuesday, 27th of September, 2016 
- Midterm 2: Thursday, 27th of October, 2016 
- Quiz 2: Sunday, 4th of December, 2016 (before 11:59pm)  
- Final Exam:  Wednesday, 14th of December, 2016, 1:30pm-4:00pm 

 
If you have two or more final exams on the same day of our final exam OR an another final 
exam at the same time, you might want to talk with me about that. Remember that the 28th of 
October is the last day we have to make arrangement and fix the problem. For other 
important dates please visit http://www.colorado.edu/registrar/sites/default/files/attached-
files/2016-17acad_calendar.pdf/.  
 
To help you visualize the chronological structure of the course, I prepared a chronogram in 
excel (Chronogram.exe). You will find by week all the material covered in class, recitations 
with due dates.  
 
4 CONTENT  

 
    Sessions 1 - 3: INTRODUCTION (PART 1) 

Course Presentation / Chapter 1: Ten Principles of Economics / Chapter 2: Thinking Like 
an Economist / Chapter 3: Interdependence and the Gains from Trade /  
 
Sessions 4: MARKETS AND WELFARE (PART 3) 

Chapter 9: Application: International Trade 
 
Sessions 5 – 7: THE DATA AND THE MACROECONOMICS (PART 4) 

Chapter 10: Measuring a Nation’s Income / Chapter 11: Measuring the Cost of Living  
 

Sessions 8 – 10: THE REAL ECONOMY IN THE LONG RUN (PART 5) 

Chapter 12: Production and Growth / Chapter 13: Saving, Investment, and the Financial 
System  
 

SESSION 11 - FIRST MIDTERM EXAM 

 

Sessions 12 – 14: THE REAL ECONOMY IN THE LONG RUN (PART 5) 

Chapter 13: Saving, Investment, and the Financial System / Chapter 15: Unemployment 
 

Sessions 15 – 18: MONEY AND PRICES IN THE LONG RUN (PART 6) 

Chapter 16: The Monetary System / Chapter 17: Money Growth and Inflation  
 

Sessions 19: THE MACROECONOMICS OF OPEN ECONOMIES (PART 7) 

Chapter 18: Open-Economy Macroeconomics: Basic Concepts   
 

SESSION 20 - SECOND MIDTERM EXAM 

 

Sessions 21 – 23: THE MACROECONOMICS OF OPEN ECONOMIES (PART 7) 

Chapter 19: A Macroeconomic Theory of the Open Economy 
 

Sessions 24 – 28: SHORT-RUN ECONOMIC FLUCTUATIONS (PART 8) 





6 EVALUATION SYSTEM  
Your final grade will be determined as follows: 
 

A. Clickers 5% 
B. Homework (6) 15% 
C. Quizzes (2) 20% 

 15

.



never reply via email to inquiries regarding performance on assignments or grades. 
See http://www.colorado.edu/registrar/students/records/ferpa for more information. 
Students can access their grades via their D2L account. Please, feel you free to pass 
by my office during office hours (or by appointment) if you have any questions. 

7.2 Electronic Devices. 



are available at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-
behavior and http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/. 

8.5 Academic Integrity. All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible 
for knowing and adhering to this institution’s policy regarding academic integrity. 
Violations of the policy may include: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, 
unauthorized access, clicker fraud, resubmission, and aiding academic dishonesty 
(see http://www.colorado.edu/policies/academic-integrity-policy for more information). 
All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council 
(honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found responsible for violating 
the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor 
Code Council - including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion - 
as well as academic sanctions from the faculty member - a student engaged in any act of 
academic dishonest will receive a failing grade for the course.   
For additional information regarding the University Honor Code please visit the link 
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